REGULAR MEETING
VILLAGE OF MORRILL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

June 06, 2023
7:00 P.M.

A Regular Meeting of the Chairman and Board of Trustees of the Village of Morrill, Nebraska was held on June 6, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. at the Village of Morrill Legion Hall.  Notice of the meeting had been published according to law, in the Star Herald, a newspaper published of general circulation in the Village and also posted in 3 conspicuous places within the Village of Morrill.   The notice stated the date, hour and place of the meeting, that the meeting would be open to the public, that anyone with a disability desiring reasonable accommodation to attend the meeting should contact the Village office, and that an agenda of the meeting kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the office of the Village; provided, however, the Village Board could modify the agenda at the meeting if it determined that an emergency so required.  An agenda kept continuously current was available for public inspection at the Village office at all times from the date of publication of the notice to the time of the meeting.  A similar notice, together with a copy of the agenda, was also delivered to each Board Member.
Chairman Hart presided and Village Clerk Janine Schmidt recorded the proceedings. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  Hart directed the public a copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, posted on the north wall for the public’s review. The following Board Members were present: Neal Hart, Denise Sinner, Tony Schuler, Paul Adams and Steve Engleman.   Also in attendance was Village Attorney Jacob Swanson, Simmons Olsen Law Firm.
1. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart to approve the agenda.     
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
2. Moved by Member Adams and seconded by Member Engleman that the minutes from May 9, 2023 Meeting be approved.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
3. Moved by Member Adams and seconded by Member Schuler to approve the May 31, 2023 Treasurer’s Report be approved.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
Chairman Hart asked if any citizens with business not scheduled on the agenda wished to include an item providing the Village Board determines the item requires emergency action. There were no emergency items.
4. Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Engleman to approve Michelle Waters as a Library Board Member replacing Sandra Lutz who is done in July.  The board thanked Sandra for her service and dedication to the library.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, and Schuler. NAYS: Adams. ABSENT: None.
5. Moved by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Schuler to approve Tim Lawrence, Debbie Gibson and Jake Gonzales to the Tree Board. 
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

6. Moved by Member Hart and seconded by Member Adams to approve the Special Designation Liquor License for the Rustic Tavern for Rendezvous Days.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

7. Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Sinner to approve the Special Designation Liquor License for the Morrill American Legion for Rendezvous Days.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
8. Moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Engleman to approve the Final Change Order for Railway Storm Sewer Project.  The change order was to match what was final billed and there was a decrease of $4542 to the project.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
9. Next on the agenda was discussion of repairs for the Fire Hall and Public Works roof.  Clerk Schmidt did submit a claim to LARM for hail damage and an adjuster will be coming to check the roof.  We do have replacement costs with insurance.  It was decided to wait to see what insurance will pay.  The estimated cost for the roof is between $80,000 and $105,000.
10. Member Schuler discussed stop signs in the Village of Morrill and the possibility to add an additional stop sign at Adams and Hamilton making the stop for the east/west traffic.  Attorney Swanson said that this would take a resolution to make the change and we can put it on the next month agenda.  Schuler stated he thinks stop signs were added at Adams and Railway and also Franklin and Adam without a resolution.  Attorney Swanson will research this and if this is the case, he will add to the resolution for approval next month.

11. Next was board discussion regarding police officers utilizing the patrol units while on call to respond to emergency situations.  A majority of the board felt that this matter has been discussed numerous times and that we need to just keep the policy the way it is where they do not take the patrol units home.  Schuler asked the attorney to research what happens if a police officer is on-call and gets called out to an emergency and has to drive their own vehicle.  Schuler wants to know a) who is liable if the officer gets into an accident while driving to the police station to get the patrol unit and b) is the Village liable in the case of an emergency where a serious injury or death occurs due to the delay of a responding officer because they had to stop to get a patrol unit.  Attorney Swanson will research and bring back to the next meeting.

12. Clerk Schmidt presented dates for the 2023-2024 Fiscal Year Budget Process Review.  It was agreed that we will have one day to meet with all departments and discuss all budget numbers and then plan a second date where the board will meet with the CPA to input the final numbers, the same process we have done in the past.  It was asked that at budgets we get some reports on all truck/equipment service and hours/mileage along with reports for water valve maintenance and fire hydrant maintenance.
13. An opportunity for public comment was provided.  Public comments were as follows: Pete Cawiezel shared that Yard of the Week has started and they are on their second week and this runs through Labor Day weekend.  Horsecreek Rendezvous Days is Saturday, July 15th and even though it is the same day as OT Days, Pete hopes people will show up to support Morrill and our parade.  This is the 25th anniversary of being called Horsecreek Rendezvous Days.  The Grand Marshal for the parade is the Morrill Community Development Group and also Peggy Fulk, the person who came up with the new name.  Pete also shared that the Library and the S Side of the City Park needs edged along the sidewalk.  Janine Schmidt thanked Erica Curry and Megan Lutz for their hard work in planting and weeding all the flower beds at the golf course.  It looks great!  Clerk Schmidt also shared that the Fire Truck did sell on Big Iron and the Village received $6804.00.  Neal Hart thanked Tony Schuler for taking the lead of the flood last weekend as it was greatly appreciated.  Tony Schuler thanked Don Dye for all the work on Railway with the storm sewer project because the storm last weekend drained faster then it has ever in the past so it shows that the project did work.  Tony also shared that we board needs to be looking at another project on the west side of town.  Don Dye shared that now this project is done, the Village can start moving west to do storm sewer improvements and that the village just expended $753,322.00 plus Engineering costs to do Railway and that people need to understand that these projects take planning, time and come with a large price tag to the Village.
14. The Village Board then received written reports from departments.  
15. The next item on the agenda was the approval of bills and expenses.  It was moved by Member Schuler and seconded by Member Hart to approve all claims as presented.  
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.
A Lifetime of Care Tree Service LLC Srvcs/Lbr 328.00
NMC Exchange LLC Sup 420.91, Sup 64.29, Sup 101.60,
A&A Porta Potties Srvcs/Lbr 300.00, Srvcs/Lbr 300.00
Sup 45.47
Action Communications, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 19.68
NMVCA Memb 105.00
Amazon Capital Services Sup 16.99, Sup 24.99, Sup
Nate James Garn 375.17
74.98, Sup 78.89, Sup 81.12, Sup 103.96, Sup 124.11
Nebraska Emergency Management Agency Reimb
Ameritas Life Insurance Company Ins 163.70
4540.09
Atlas Automation, LLC Srvcs/Lbr 9892.79
Nebraska PrintWorks, LLC. Sup 71.69, Sup 403.36
Attentive Ins 1150.00
Nebraska Secretary of State Srvcs/Lbr 30.00
BARCO Municipal Products Inc. Sup 120.79
Nebraska State Patrol Lic 240.00
Black Hills Energy Util 43.65
NorthEast Community College Sup 51.00
Black Hills Energy Util 86.53
Northwest Pipe Fittings, Inc. Sup 293.23
Black Hills Energy Util 722.57
One Call Concepts, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 10.70
Blue Cross/ Blue Shield Ins 13737.12
Peaceful Prairie Nursery, Inc. Sup 288.26, Sup 137.41
Border States Industries Sup 119.73, Sup 292.14, Sup
Quadient Leasing USA Inc. Pstg 500.00, Pstg 247.32,
243.50
Pstg 247.32
CPS Distributors Sup 136.85
RCI Srvcs/Lbr 75.00
Century Business Products Srvcs/Lbr 26.90
Sandberg Implement Inc. Sup 101.69, Sup 521.10, Sup
Centurylink Communications Inc Util 64.16
1099.54
Charter Communications - Library Acct Util 79.98
Scotts Bluff County Building & Zoning Srvcs/Lbr 72.00
Charter Communications - Village Office Util 229.95
Scotts Bluff County Communications Srvcs/Lbr 8525.88,
Charter Communication - Fire Dept Acct. Util 129.98
Equip 49535.00, Srvcs/Lbr 5063.00
Charter Communications - Golf Course Util 152.52
Scotts Bluff County Sheriff's Office Srvcs/Lbr 18.00,
Charter Communications - Police Util 79.98
Srvcs/Lbr 9.00
Charter Communications - Pool Account Util 49.99
TK Elevator Corporation Srvcs/Lbr 650.00
Colonial Life Ins 467.24
Tom Hinman Trvl 250.00
Contractors Materials, Inc. Sup 121.50
Torrington Disposal Service Srvcs/Lbr 9618.50, Srvcs/Lbr
Culligan Water Conditioning Srvcs/Lbr 88.50
70.00, Srvcs/Lbr 777.44, Srvcs/Lbr 388.72
Custom Cage Sup 1075.00
Twin City Roofing & Sheet Metal, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 596.70
Dearborn Life Insurance Company Ins 86.00
U-Save Mart Fuel 937.36
Dutton-Lainson Company Sup 5790.52
Verizon Wireless Srvcs/Lbr 136.20
Eakes Office Solutions Sup 201.98
Viaero Wireless Srvcs/Lbr 197.03
Enviro Service, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 25.00
Village of Morrill Utility Deposit Acct Dep 200.00, Dep
Floyd's Sales & Service, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 1403.50
200.00, Dep 200.00, Dep 200.00
Fox Insurance Services Bond 365.75
Vistabeam Util 77.95
Frontier Basement Solutions Srvcs/Lbr 2470.00
Western Nebraska Papers Pub/Sub 172.09
Gering Valley Plumbing & Heating Sup 162.64
Globe Life Liberty National Division Ins 221.08, Ins 221.08
Tiffanie Villarreal 185.37 Refund
Ideal Linen Supply Sup 68.56, Sup 44.03, Sup 33.60, Sup
Keith Kaufman 46.84 Refund
80.81







Margaret Delgado 16.92 Refund
Ideal-Linen Bluff's Facility Solutions Sup 233.85


Village of Morrill 28.16, 108.08, 200.00, 16.43 Ref              
Infinity Construction Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 835.00, Srvcs/Lbr

Payroll 27237.31, 29412.90
78289.03, Srvcs/Lbr 142855.33




941 Taxes 7081.78, 7476.45
Intralinks, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 812.50




CC Fees 49.50, 9.95, 25.90
Irby Company Sup 305.95




Edward Jones 3903.00 Retirement
Janine Schmidt Milg 441.54




NE Dept of Revenue 2071.93, 9178.60 Tax

Jerry Hinman Trvl 250.00




Old West Balloon Fest 2500.00 donation
Joseph Marty Scott Srvcs/Lbr 30.00



Morrill Lady Lions BB 1000.00 donation
Kevin Lehr Srvcs/Lbr 620.00




Contractor Materials 243.00 Sup
Krissa Richards Trvl 250.00




Sherwin Williams 539.00 Sup
L L Johnson Distributing Co. Sup 101.48



Spic & Span Cleaners 139.00 Sup
Loyal American Life Insurance Co Ins 1779.42


U Save Mart 72.02 Fuel
M.C. Schaff & Associates, Inc. Srvcs/Lbr 12012.25,
Srvcs/Lbr 10603.00
M.E.A.N. Elec 53627.65
Masek Golf Car Company Srvcs/Lbr 80.18
Mobius Communications Company Srvcs/Lbr 35.00
Morrill American Legion Rent 100.00
Morrill Hardware Sup 1125.01
Morrill Supply Sup 355.82
Motorola Solutions Rpr Wrk 480.00
Municipal Supply, Inc. of Nebraska Sup 4881.96, Sup
748.34, Sup 1634.40
Mutual Of Omaha Ins 153.20
16. The next Regular Board of Trustee Meeting will be held on July 11, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.
17.  The last item on the agenda was a motion to adjourn by Member Sinner and seconded by Member Hart.
YEAS: Hart, Sinner, Engleman, Schuler and Adams. NAYS: None. ABSENT: None.

The meeting was then adjourned at 7:53 p.m.


/s/ Janine K. Schmidt

/s/ Neal Hart

Janine K. Schmidt



Neal Hart

Village Clerk/Treasurer


Chairman, Board of Trustees
